Fly by night – Power Struggle Between Life and Death

Luke 7:11-17

11
And it came about soon afterwards, that He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were going along with Him, accompanied by a large multitude.

12
Now as He approached the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her.

13
And when the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, "Do not weep."

14
And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!"

15
And the dead man sat up, and began to speak. And {Jesus} gave him back to his mother.

16
And fear gripped them all, and they {began} glorifying God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" and, "God has visited His people!"

17
And this report concerning Him went out all over Judea, and in all the surrounding district.

Questions:

1. What is the nature of the crowd walking with Jesus? (just came from the healing of the Centurions slave.)

2. Where is Jesus’ crowd going? Why?

3. What do you think Jesus’ crowd is talking about?

4. What do you think Jesus’ crowd is thinking and feeling?

5. Do you think they are happy or sad?

6. Now what is the nature of the crowd coming out of Nain?

7. Where are they going? Why?

8. What are they talking about, if they are talking?

9. What are they thinking about? Feeling? (possibly consideration for the widow)

10. When the 2 crowds meet and before Jesus says a word which crowd do you think changed and how?

11. How do you think the people in Jesus’ crowd feel now?

12. What do you think the Nain people  are thinking and feeling? 

13. As the widow sees Jesus crowd coming full of Joy what are her thoughts and feelings?

14. Have you ever been in this situation? That is happy crowd meeting sad, or perhaps the sad one in the company of the happy?

15. Before Jesus speaks which crowd winning, the Life crowd or the deaths crowd?

16. What did Jesus feel? What did he do? (He felt, spoke, came, touched, resurrected)

17. What do you feel in similar situations? What do you do? (Story of Lorraine, Drs. give her 5 weeks, Jesus gives her eternity.)

18. When the dead boy began to speak what do you think he was saying?

19. How did he arise? (Gospel power to give life to spiritually dead, when we arise what should we say? The command to arise is especially given to the young – they should arise and give evidence to their new life.)

20. What does it mean, “Jesus gave him BACK to his mother”? (temporary reprieve, given to his mother for now but he belongs to God to give and to take) Who gave the child originally as a baby born to this woman? Who took the boy? Who gave him back? Which Life giving event (birth or rebirth) do you think was most significant to this woman?

